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Iii the course of December Lord Minto took up his
winter quarters in the forsaken house in Hanover
Square. Lady Palmerston was in close attendance on
lier sister, Mrs. Culverden, lying ill at the Lavender
House; and her son, who now bore the Bame his long
life was destined to make familiar as a household word
among all classes of Englishmen, was pursuing his
studies in Edinburgh, whence he wrote ca most charm-
ing letter' to Lord Minto, pressing him to settle him-
self in the empty -house. The old cdterie of Sheen and
Roehampton was breaking up. Illness had done its
worst at Sheen, had settled down on the Lavender
House, and had 'driven the Francises and the Ellises to
Mce; and from thence they wrote home melancholy
letters, save when they found cause to mention their
pleasant countrywomen, the Miss Berrys. A visit to
any of these deserted villas, once so gay, had become an
act of penance. * I felt like a ghost,' wrote Lord Minto,
' as I wandered through the beautiful evergreen shrub-
beries of Park Place, where the climate was as southern
to-day as Italy;' c and in every walk where light steps
had been, he met the phantom, called Eegret.'l

1 December 7.

4 The plan is altered concerning the House of Lords.
I have had a long conversation to-day with Lord
Grenville, who thinks the motion intended by me will
come better after Christmas, but that notice of it
should be given this week. I shall do this on Friday.

1 * Legends and Lyrics*'